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This document is a final management plan for the Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary. This 

management plan is the result of a community-based management plan review undertaken by the
 

Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary Advisory Council, community stakeholders and volunteers.
 
This plan was developed in coordination with the Cordell Bank and Gulf of the Farallones National 

Marine Sanctuaries in the Joint Management Plan Review. This document will serve as the guiding 


management document for the MBNMS for the next five years.
 

Please direct all questions or comments concerning this management plan to: 


Paul Michel, Superintendent 

Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary 


299 Foam Street
 
Monterey, CA 93940 


(831) 647-4201 

Paul.Michel@noaa.gov 


For readers that would like to learn more about the management plan, MBNMS policies and community-

based management processes, we encourage you to visit our web site at www.montereybay.noaa.gov.
 
Readers who do not have Internet access may call the Sanctuary office at (831) 647-4201 to request 


relevant documents or further information.
 

NOAA’s National Marine Sanctuary Program seeks to increase public awareness of America’s ocean and 

Great Lakes treasures by conducting scientific research, monitoring, exploration and educational 


programs. Today, the Program manages 13 national marine sanctuaries and one coral reef ecosystem
 
reserve that together encompass more than 150,000 square miles of America’s ocean and Great Lakes 


natural and cultural resources.
 

The NOAA Ocean Service manages the Sanctuary Program and is dedicated to exploring, 

understanding, conserving and restoring the nation’s coasts and oceans and works to balance 

environmental protection with economic prosperity in its mission promoting safe navigation, supporting 

coastal communities, sustaining coastal habitats and mitigating coastal hazards. 

The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, an agency of the U.S. Commerce 

Department, is dedicated to enhancing economic security and national safety through the prediction and 

research of weather and climate-related events and providing environmental stewardship of our nation’s 

coastal and marine resources. 

Cover Photo Credits: 
Killer Whale (Orcinus orca) – Richard Ternullo, Monterey Bay Whale Watch 
Fish Eating Anemone (Urticina piscivora) – Steve Lonhart, MBNMS 
Diver (Homo sapiens) – Jerry Loomis 
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